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Hello readers,
nonconformists and storm-
riders! This is the sixth
issue of The Stormrider
Magazine. Thank you for
reading on. In this issue we
will discuss the value of a
strong work ethic and
prosperity. In our last issue
I printed an article “I
Believe In Free Will
Theism.” I am continuing
with that theme in my

article “SOVEREIGNTY OF
GOD, FREE WILL OF MANAND UNIVERSAL ATONEMENT" I do

not agree with Calvinism and here I explain why. We will also look
at the Canadian hero, Mr. Edward Cornell. By all means
visit our websites:

https://hobbyhomesteadingprepper.ca
http://www.zionchristianministry.com
http://freedomandsocialorder.com

https://seriousrv.ca

God bless you as you read!
Shawn Stevens

The Stormrider Magazine 2



Issue 6 March 2023

Neither this article nor any article contained in this magazine is meant to discriminate, vilify or foment
detestationtowards any person or group. Thank you for objectively reading my opinions on the clash
between Conservative Christianity and Postmodern Liberalism. |would like to take this opportunity to
communicate love towards any reader who disagrees with what | have stated here. Your life is precious
to God and in God we can all find life, love and eternal purpose. | want to express in the clearest
language possible that all statements made in this magazine are meant to be taken not in malice
towards any identifiable people group but rather as discussion on issues of public interest, for public
benefit, in good faith. | believe that my views on the issues contained here are also consistent with our
faith beliefs which are contained in our statement of faith which can be viewed on our websites.
Whether you agree or disagree with what | have stated here we bless you.My articles are meant to be
read with an open mind. By reading these articles you may find material that you find objectionable. By
viewing the material, or any part of the material, printed in this magazine, and any part of the magazine
and its pages, you agree to wave any legal or equitable rights or remedies you have or may have
against Shawn Stevens or Ramona Stevens in respect to material that you find offensive or
objectionable contained in this magazine.l and we at freedomandsocialorder.com accept no responsibility
or kability for any harms or losses that may occur as result of following any information found on this site. Do
not consider information found here to be legal advice from ourselves to yourself. Do not use information found
here ifyoudon'tagree to theseterms. | am not a legal authority and do not propose to be viewed as such.
By reading the material of this magazine or any part of this magazine, you agree to indemnify and hold
harmless Shawn Stevens and Ramona Stevens and you specifically acknowledge and agree that
Shawn Stevens and Ramona Stevens will not be liable for comments deemed defamatory, offensive or
damaging and agree to dismiss any legal claims that you may have against Shawn Stevens or Ramona
Stevens relating to the contents of this magazine.

Shawn Stevens

STRONG WORK ETHIC AND PROSPERITY

Hobby farming, homesteading and hard work go hand in
hand. The homesteader has chosen a less automated life than
the city person. In the rurals, there are less conveniences and
less fall-backs to lean upon. The homesteader is a producer.
Are you a producer or a consumer? Any honest person would
admit to being both. However, it is possible to be more of a
producer than a consumer. It 1s possible to give more than
you take and to leave behind blessings for others. Hard work
has always been a key element to productivity and
productivity can create prosperity as well as a sense of
accomplishment. These are key elements of society and
when they are discouraged, society slumps. The all-
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consumer looks to others to step forward and work and to
produce while he or she sits back and consumes. How is
productivity encouraged in society and how is it
discouraged?

Socialism 1s a powerful, left-wing, political ideology which
claims to seek to divide wealth equally or to spread resources
more widely among the largest number of people possible. It
is the political ideological system of government where the
means of production within society is controlled by the
government, allegedly to the benefit of the community rather
than to the benefit of private individuals. 1 One viewpoint
is that this 1s only fair and right and that it creates equality
within society. However, despite the advance of socialism,
the more human history unfolds the more we see within
socialist society inequality and the abuse of trust. In a
socialistic society, who is being trusted to redistribute the
resources of a nation? It is the government of that nation.
Socialism is simply the state-enforced redistribution of
wealth in which government takes from the producers and
gives to themselves first and, then, sparingly, to the
consumers. This discourages the producers in society and
discourages productivity. Discouraged producers often
become converted to being mainly consumers, instead of
being mainly producers.

On the opposite side of the fence from socialism is
capitalism. Capitalism is the belief in the investment of
resources into private enterprise. Capitalism 1s premised on a
strong work ethic and on becoming upwardly mobile through
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hard work and wise investment. Prosperous businesses grow
and, as they grow, they hire others, generating economic
growth. As businesses grow, others are given the opportunity
to generate wealth through employment in the business. This
causes economies to grow and expand. These are positive
aspects of capitalism. However, capitalism, if not properly
managed, also, in many cases, has led to greed and the
hoarding of wealth.

What 1s a biblical perspective on wealth and the work ethic?
[t begins with the premise that everything belongs to God.
We read; “The earth 1s the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the
world, and they that dwell therein.” (Psalm 24:1). We don't
own anything. Is this socialism? No. Governments and
consumers don't really own anything either, that is, in the
absolute sense. Everything belongs to God and we are
stewards of what we are put in charge of. What does that
stewardship involve? It involves supporting God's kingdom
and, also, our families. Families have growing needs and
productive families meet those needs through hard work and
a strong work ethic. Families that are allowed to generate
wealth are in a good position to support themselves and,
also, God's kingdom. Stewardship extends beyond God's
kingdom and our families; it also includes helping the poor.
Who are the poor? The Bible speaks of many poor but
repeatedly seems to draw special attention to a specific
segment of the poor. The Bible repeatedly speaks up for
widows (see 1 Timothy 5:3) and orphans (see James 1:27).
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These are members of society who are especially
disadvantaged and need our help. They don't have the
necessary resources to invest in the economy and are
struggling with personal sorrow.

How does society work, and the poor receive help, if God
owns everything? God's unlimited ownership of the whole
Earth is understood in conjunction with our limited
ownership of possessions. The Ten Commandments are
premised on the limited ownership that people have of
belongings. The tenth commandment said that “'You shall
not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife or his male servant or his female servant or
his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your
neighbor."” (Exodus 20:17). This command is against
coveting another's property and establishes the right to
ownership of property. Society functions well when people
recognize that they are limited owners of their assets and
then use their assets to provide for themselves and their
families, for God's kingdom and for the poor.

Who should make the decision on how resources in society
are divided up? Socialism says that the government should
decide. Socialist governments diminish or take away the
God-given right to personal property and destroy the profit
motive. Then government, allegedly, supports the poor. If
this is true, then why do socialist and communist countries
generally remain among the poorest of countries, at least in
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terms of resources being distributed to the citizens? The
answer lies In the greed and corruption of governments and
the lack of incentive to produce on the part of citizens. That
lack of incentive is such, in large part, because the
governments and the political system has destroyed that
incentive.

In capitalist countries, are there not many poor who would be
helped by socialism? No doubt there are, but should all of
the poor be given handouts? I have talked above about the
widow and the orphan whom Scripture describes as helpless
and needy. I believe that seniors (Jesus speaks of the
responsibility of children to support their elderly parents. See
Matthew 15: 4-9) and the handicapped should also be helped
by government support. There 1s another category of poor
whom the Bible does not defend and that is the “sluggard.”
The sluggard is a lazy, young, able-bodied man or woman
who chooses not to work or to apply himself to meaningful
activity. This is not to say that there is never a good reason to
be unemployed. A person is not a sluggard if they are
pursuing an education, raising a child, overcoming illness or
volunteering their time to some noble cause. This 1s not an
exhaustive list. However, there is such a thing as a sluggard
and the Bible does not defend the sluggard; it warns him
(See Proverbs 13:4, 10:2-4). Socialism punishes the
productive person and rewards the sluggard. The sluggard 1s
the product and the beneficiary of socialism; he is the great
consumer of other people's resources.
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What happens when individuals are allowed to divide up
their own resources? Potentially, they learn responsibility.
Potentially, they spend their resources responsibly to care for
themselves and their families, God's kingdom and the
legitimate poor. Does this always occur? No, of course not.
There are always many people who spend their resources
irresponsibly. However, they must answer to God for this
failing. It 1s not the job of government to regulate and
redistribute the greatest portion of the resources of hard-
working people. Has having the government take all of a
productive person's resources and earnings resulted in the
poor being relieved from poverty? No, it hasn't. It has just
made governments richer and generally creates a dependent
relationship that the poor have with government. Study will
show that generally socialist countries have some of the
worst and most widespread poverty. When people are given
the right to divide their own resources, they are treated with
respect; they are given the opportunity to act responsibly and
a strong work ethic is encouraged in them.

Doesn't the Bible warn against riches? The Bible does bring
many warnings about riches. The Bible tells us that "For the
love of money is the root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced
themselves through with many sorrows." (1Timothy 6:10)
and greed is rebuked. God knows that riches can steal away a
person's heart, that is, if they allow this. I do not think that
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this means that 1t is wrong to have wealth. [ believe that God
wants us to recognize His ownership of all things and, then,
to be both productive and generous. He loves to bless people
who are faithful to Him. We read; “Then Isaac sowed 1n that
land, and received in the same year an hundredfold: and the
LORD blessed him.And the man waxed great, and went
forward, and grew until he became very great:For he had
possession of flocks, and possession of herds, and great store
of servants: and the Philistines envied him.” (Genesis
26:12-14). Here, we see one example of God's blessing upon
a man.

Will we honour God with our lives and be more of a
producer than we are a consumer? Will we walk through life
giving more than we take? Will we be productive? Will we
have a good work ethic? Only we can answer these
questions. God owns everything and He has given us limited
ownership of property and possessions so that we might
support ourselves and our families, His work and the poor.
He wants us to help the needy such as widows and orphans.
May governments not take away from their citizens the
incentive and ability to carry this out.

Shawn Stevens
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SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD, FREE WILL OF
MAN AND UNIVERSAL ATONEMENT

Many people when thinking of the Protestant Reformation
think of 1t mainly as being a splitting away of reformers from
Roman Catholicism. The Protestant Reformation was
certainly that, but it was more than that. It’s reformers did
not only challenge dogmas and practices such as church
authority, papal infallibility and indulgences, but they opened
up and developed a whole school of thought on theological
issues such as Divine sovereignty, free will, Divine
foreknowledge, election, and predestination. In this article I
would like to discuss briefly the issue of the sovereignty of
God, human free will and the extent of the atonement.

Predestination has been defined by Eerdman’s Bible
Dictionary as “The Divine determination of human beings to
eteral salvation or eternal damnation.” 1  Such an
interpretation of predestination is the belief that God has
decreed to save certain particular men, to demonstrate His
mercy and grace and then condemn others, before they were
born, to eternal torment, to demonstrate His power and
justice. It maintains that in God’s foreknowledge and
sovereign will He decreed that man would be created and
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then fall and that some of the fallen would answer God’s call
to salvation through the irresistible force of God, causing
them to believe, persevere and be saved. In Calvinistic
predestination God shows His grace to a select portion of
humanity to demonstrate that aspect of His nature and then
shows His wrath to the larger mass of humanity by fixing
their destiny of doom through immutable, unchangeable
decrees. Under this system men arrive at either salvation or
damnation by appointment not by consequence of their own
choices. This doctrine 1s the heart of Calvinism and has been
argued by it’s teachers for centuries.

How does Calvinism arrive at its interpretation of of
predestination? To understand this we must realize that
calvinistic predestination 1s a combination of beliefs that all
build to a theological end. To gain an understanding of
Calvinistic predestination there are other concepts we need
to study first. Firstly, we must consider the Concept of the
sovereignty of God. The Bible teaches that God 1s all-
powerful. Expanding on that idea, Calvinism teaches that for
God to be sovereign he must be in full control of all things. It
teaches further that to be in control of all things means to be
the determiner of all things, and all of God’s wishes must
therefore come to pass and the fulfilment of them must be
unconditioned by anything outside of Himself.
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Directly related to the Calvinistic concept of the sovereignty
of God is the doctrine of the Decrees of God. Calvinism
teaches that all reality is a result of God’s decrees.It teaches
that God Divinely and immutably declares things to be and
those things always come to pass and it 1s upon the
immutability and fulfilment of God’s decrees that His
sovereignty rests. In Calvinism, God’s decrees are said to
include the fixedness of the earth, the changing of seasons,
nation boundaries, and the deeds of men both good and evil.
Calvinism teaches that unless God is causing all things, then
He 1s not in control of all things and God’s self determined

will 1s so strong that it always manifests itself in reality. R.C.

Sproul explains; “What we mean by the sovereign or
efficacious will of God is that determination by which God
sovereignty wills something to come to pass which,
therefore, indeed does come to pass through the sheer
efficacy, force, or power of that will.”2This belief further
maintains that when God decrees something it is never
conditioned on anything outside of Himself. A.A. Hodge
explains; “A conditional decree would subvert the
sovereignty of God and make Him... dependent upon the
uncontrollable actions of His own creatures,”3Calvinism

teaches that there is nothing in reality which has not been
first decreed by God.

The 1dea that God wills and causes all things naturally
creates questions on how can this be true and God still be
good? Many within Calvinism handle the question by
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teaching that God has two wills. R.C, Sproul says “When we
seek the will of God, we must first ask ourselves which will
are we seeking to discover.”4This viewpoint maintains that
on the one hand there is God’s “decretive” or “sovereign”
will which automatically controls all events in the world but
on the other hand God’s “preceptive” or “moral” will is the
precepts which are obviously good in a general way. This
would include loving your neighbour as yourself. God’s
preceptive will is described to be discoverable and
discernible to men but His decretive will is said to be hidden
until it happens and 1s not always understood.

Because in Calvinism God has decreed all things, then He
knows who He has chosen to receive salvation and who He
hasn’t. Some Calvinists believe that because He has known
this even before Jesus’ sacrifice was offered, then Jesus’
sacrifice was only for those chosen elect. This teaching is
called Limited Atonement and although Calvin himself
taught against it, five point Calvinists believe it to be true.
Five point Calvinists teach that Jesus died for His sheep (see
John 10:11, 15) His church (see Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:25),
the elect (see Romans 8:32-35), His people (see Matthew
1:21). Five point Calvinists argue that if Jesus died for the
sins of the entire world then God would be unjust in sending
anyone to hell. No legal court requires the payment of a
crime twice. The argument goes that if Jesus died for, and
paid for, the sins of every one of the lost, then God would be
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unjust in punishing the lost for their own sins at the
judgement.

What are we to make of these claims? Does the Bible
support Calvinism? At this point I want to say that brilliant
men have debated this 1ssue for centuries and the evangelical
world remains divided over it. [ would like to share my own
views on the topic and hopefully, together with what God has
shown you on the matter, we may come closer to the truth.

The sovereignty of God 1s something that the scriptures
defend. Jeremiah 32:17 reads ** ‘Ah Lord God! Behold, You
have made the heavens and the earth by Your great power
and by Your outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for
You,” and “And looking at them Jesus said to them, “With
people this 1s impossible, but with God all things are
possible.”” (Matthew 19:26). Our question 1s what does the
sovereignty of God mean or include? Sometimes Christian
theology has been interpreted through the lens of influential
medieval figures such as Augustine and others who were
steeped in philosophy. The Hellenistic philosophy that they
were very much studied in stressed a stoic, unfeeling,
unchanging, transcendent God who had power to force His
will. God’s glory was His power. John Calvin’s concept of
God was also in this same vein. He saw God as a great
exalted monarch whose greatest qualities were His power
and His exercise of control. His emphasis was that God stood
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above the turbulent, changing world, untouchable by danger.
His emphasis was that God mightily stood in charge and
command of all things which He fully and eternally, controls
by Divine decrees.

Again, what do we make of this viewpoint? While God is
sovereign, He 1s not one dimensional. There are many
qualities in God and God wants to reveal His qualities to
men and women. When God’s qualities or attributes seem to
contradict other things that we know about God, then it
means we have something out of balance in our perception
of God. It doesn’t necessarily mean that we are out and out
wrong but rather that we are not looking at the whole picture.
Because the totality of God 1s so vastly great, there will
always be a tendency on the part of people, who are limited
in their understanding, to emphasize, in an out of balance
way, particular aspects that they know about Him.

God is sovereign but He is also personal. The Bible in many
places shows us a God Who 1s dynamically active in the
world of men, interacting with them in personal ways. God 1s
all powerful but, could it be, that He would have a purpose in
l[imiting Himself in some ways for the sake of
communicating and having relationship with finite human
beings? Surely the greatest example of this is the incarnation
of Jesus Christ. God became a man, was born in a manger,
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and lived with men, in bodily form, for 33 years. The
Scripture says,

Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ
Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made
in the likeness of men. Being found in appearance as a man,

He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of

death, even death on a cross.

Philippians 2:5-8

In those thirty three years Jesus suffered pain, suftered loss,
served others and had wondertful relationships with men and
women, relationships which resulted in men and women
choosing to follow Him and be with Him forever. Could 1t be
that Jesus’ heart is a reflexion of His Father’s heart and that
they have not changed in heart this whole time? Could it be
that They are still acting in these same kinds of ways? Could
it be that God has created an environment where men and
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women can exercise free will and that God frequently limits
Himself to some degree, in His interaction with men, for
relational purposes? Could 1t be that God allows Himself to
be disobeyed and even hurt by men, for a period of time, so
that He may win their hearts through love and not force?
Could 1t be that none of these things really contradict His
sovereignty after all?

Christians from many schools of thought agree that God
limits Himself to actions consistent with His nature. What |
mean is that God has the power to do all things but will
never do anything that is against His character of Holiness.
He will never lie or cheat or abuse. He limits Himself to
holiness. Does this diminish or contradict God’s
sovereignty? Such limitations do not contradict God being
almighty, why? Because they are self-limitations. God 1s free
to limit Himself.

Perhaps the question we should be asking 1s what kind of
creation did God want to make? Did He wish to make a
robotic one which had no power to do anything outside of
what He programmed them to do? Or 1s a living creation,
which thinks, feels, and chooses more wonderful than a
robotic one? Interestingly, what takes more power to make, a
robot or a living creature which feels and has free will and
choice? Man has made robots but only God has the power to
make living beings. Many Church theologians have taken the
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position that God decrees all things because it fits well with a
Calvinistic definition of sovereignty. We have been
discussing how God may have purpose in limiting Himself,
for periods of time, for relational purposes. How can God
limit himself and be dynamically interactive with men and
women, acting and reacting to them in personal ways, if He
has already decreed everything into its set course? If there is
no such thing as free will, or chance, and if everything is
fate, then why get up and go to work? Why wear a seatbelt?
Why tell your children not to play by the freeway? Why
pray? Why answer God’s call to repentance and faith?

What about the elect? Calvinism teaches that the elect are
men and women chosen by God for salvation before they
were ever created. If you believe that the elect are eternally
secure In their position as the elect, then consider the
scripture; “Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to
make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long
as you practice these things, you will never stumble;” (2
Peter 1:10).

But is it not true that Christians are predestined by God? Yes
the Bible says; “For those whom He foreknew, He also
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son,
so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren; and
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these whom He predestined, He also called; and these whom
He called, He also justified; and these whom He justified, He
also glorified.”(Romans 8:29-30). These are two of four
verses 1n the Bible where the word is used. The other two are
Ephesians 1:5, 11. None of these verses use the word to
mean predestined to damnation. Predestine is a word. How
much are we going to make of this word? [ don’t claim to
fully understand its meaning, but [ come away from these
texts with an understanding that salvation begins with God
and that God draws men and women towards Himself and
towards salvation. I would not say that such a personal
drawing 1s irresistible. I don’t see anything in these texts
which mandates an irresistible predestination to personal
salvation or to personal damnation.

Did Jesus die for only the elect? The scriptures do say that
Jesus died for His sheep (see John 10:11,14, 15) His church
(see Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:25), His people (see Matthew
1:21). He died for these, but not only for these. If we are to
accept the record of scripture, Jesus died for the sins of the
world. The Bible says that; “The next day he saw Jesus
coming to him and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29), also “and He
Himself 1s the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only,
but also for those of the whole world.” (1 John 2:2).
Furthermore, *“ We have seen and testify that the Father has
sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.” (1 John 4:14),
moreover, “ This 1s good and acceptable in the sight of God
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our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God, and one
mediator also between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,
who gave Himself as a ransom for all, the testimony given at
the proper time.” (1 Timothy 2:3-6), and “For God so loved
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” (John
3:16). The reason that Jesus died for all men is that God’s
will has always been that all men and women would be
saved. This 1s one of the most fundamental truths of the
Bible and one of it’s frequently articulated points. God in the
scriptures says, “Say to them, ‘As I live!” declares the Lord
God, ‘I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
rather that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn back,
turn back from your evil ways! Why then will you die, O
house of Israel?”” (Ezekiel 33:11), ** Do I have any pleasure
in the death of the wicked,” declares the Lord God, ‘rather
than that he should turn from his ways and live?” (Ezekiel
18:23); Jesus said, “ So it 1s not the will of your Father who
is In heaven that one of these little ones perish.” (Matthew
18:14); The Scripture also says, “This is good and acceptable
in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all men to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”(1 Timothy
2:3-4); and,"“The Lord 1s not slow about His promise, as
some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing
for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” (2 Peter
3:9); Jesus calls out, “Come to Me, all who are weary and
heavy-laden, and [ will give you rest.”(Matthew 11:28).
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Did Calvin teach limited atonement? It may be argued quite
convincingly that limited atonement is logically consistent
with Calvinism as a theology, but Calvin did defend general
or universal atonement in at least some of his remarks. He
said, “This redemption was procured through the blood of
Christ, for by the sacrifice of his death, all the sins of the
world have been expiated” 7and commenting on John 1:29
he says, “And when he says the sin of the world, he extends
this favor indiscriminately to the whole human race, that the
Jews might not think that he had been sent to them alone.”8

If God’s will 1s that all men and women be saved, and 1f
Jesus’ sacrifice was for all men and women, then His
salvation is open to all men and women to receive. How 1s it
received? By choice. This means that men and women have
a free will. God designed us this way. He made an atonement
for our sin which, we could never earn or have made on our
own, and then He offers it freely to us, putting responsibility

in our hands to accept or reject it. We accept it by repentance
and faith.

By creating an environment for, or perhaps I should say a
reality of, human free will, God did not throw away His
sovereignty. He did limit Himself for a period of time so He
could now interact with man on a personal level and
potentially win some by love and not force. He gave man a
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free will. In this environment God both acts and reacts with
man. God’s actions often follow the actions of man in
response to them. God anointed Saul for Kingship and then
later had Saul removed from the throne of Israel, but only
after Saul’s track record of disobedience. This is also seen
when God warned through the prophet Jeremiah;*“The instant
[ speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom, to
pluck up, to pull down, and to destroy it, 8 if that nation
against whom I have spoken turns from its evil, [ will relent
of the disaster that [ thought to bring upon it. 9 And the
instant [ speak concerning a nation and concerning a
kingdom, to build and to plant it, 10 if it does evil in My
sight so that it does not obey My voice, then I will relent
concerning the good with which I said I would benefit

it.” (Jeremiah 18:7-10 NKUJ). We read in scripture how God
told the prophet Jonah that He was going to judge the city of
Nineveh. However, when the people of Nineveh repented
and tumed to God, God relented from judging them (See
Jonah 1:1-2; 3:1-4, 10). God not only affects the world He 1s
affected by 1t. His feelings are intimately connected with His
creation and with the destiny of His creation. His life in the
lives of His children changes us profoundly and our lives are
a factor in His divine plan. Our obedience brings Him joy
and our faithlessness grieves Him.

What 1s the result of the preaching of Calvinism? For many
the result has been negative. It 1s not hard to see why. If
everything is predetermined anyway, then why seek God or
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His salvation? In this theology, the outcome of seeking
salvation and not seeking salvation will be the same. Will a
man or woman want to draw close to a God who may have in
etemity past already decided to damn them? Will they feel
guilt over Adam’s sin and accept it as grounds for their own
eternal judgement? Will they call out to God in prayer when
our message has extinguished all hope that prayer affects
anything? If we distort the gospel and the nature of God in
these ways we will not be helping them with their spiritual
search or with their souls. For that reason James Arminius
sald concerning the interpretation of predestination which
says that souls are predestined to their eternal course
irresistibly and impossibly to do otherwise, “This
Predestination is in open hostility to the ministry of the
Gospel.”9lt is against the character of God, for the praise of
His justice, to create a person for damnation with no possible
way of escape. It is against His goodness for Him to will
eternal suffering and misery on a person before they have
ever been born and before they have disobeyed Him. How
greatly different from this 1s the Bible record of a God who
bestows mercies on both the just and the unjust. We read; “so

that you may be sons of your Father who 1s in heaven; for He
causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on
the righteous and the unrighteous.” (Matthew 5:45). It is false to
teach that God has so much love for certain sinners only, when
Jesus says that God so loved the world. It 1s true for Jesus to say: *
Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give

you rest.” (Matthew 11:28).

Shawn Stevens
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A CANADIAN HERO PART FIVE
MR. EDWARD CORNELL

Mr. Edward Cornell is one of hundreds of Canadians whose bank accounts
were frozen for supporting protests against vaccine mandates. In a sworn
affidavit filed with the Federal Court, he says that the protests in Ottawa
were “entirely peaceful” and “festive and friendly,” and were not
expressions of hostility from anyone towards anyone. He also points out
that they were made up of people of all different backgrounds, races, and
ethnicities.

Who is Mr. Cornell? He is a 64-year-old retired Warrant Officer of the
Canadian Armed Forces. On June 15, 1987, he was awarded a Medal of
Bravery in recognition of his heroism in hazardous circumstances during
active duty in Cyprus. He is a highly respected Canadian hero even before
taking his stand against the mandates.

In his sworn affidavit, he says;“I broke no law, yet the government seized
my accounts and froze my hard-earned money. I am not a criminal. [ am not
a terrorist. I am a retired Canadian military veteran who honourably served
his country... I feel betrayed by my own government.”

[ wish to express my support of Canadians like Mr. Edward Cornell who |
believe honourably stood for freedom in their participation in the Freedom
Convoy demonstrations.

Shawn Stevens
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